
Celebrating the 48th year of the Royal Muskoka Island Association
RMIA CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, July 2nd: Early bird discount on membership dues expires 

Sunday, July 2nd: Annual General Meeting (AGM) at 11am near the tennis courts
 (Rain date: July 3rd)

Sunday, August 6th: Annual Island Picnic & Games (Rain date: August 7th)
 Sagamo Mile Race starts at 12:00 noon

Thursday, August 31st: Annual update to Membership Directory
 (if dues not paid, membership status will show as “lapsed”)

The RMIA wishes to thank Pat Mohan and Gabriel Norori (Creative Director) of The Mohan Group (mohangroup.com) 
for generously donating resources to design, produce and distribute this issue of The Islander Times Newsletter.

On Sunday July 2nd at 11:00AM, I hope that you’ll join us at the Tennis Courts for our Annual General Meeting. This year’s AGM will mark my second anniversary 
as President of the Association, and I would like to thank you for your ongoing support – being elected to serve as President is both an honour and a privilege...  
Especially when working alongside such an enthusiastic and capable slate of Directors! Please let us know if you have suggestions for things we should be doing, 
what we could be doing better, or if you’d like to get involved – we would love to hear from you.

As I sit down to write this note, spring high water levels continue to be a serious concern, with several of our members’ docks already having been damaged by 
wind-blown ice. We applaud the Muskoka Lakes Association’s ongoing efforts to monitor water levels, to keep us informed, and to encourage the Ontario Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Forestry to better manage this annual threat to our properties. Here’s hoping that we survive the spring relatively unscathed this year.

On a happier note, 2017 marks the 48th birthday of your Royal Muskoka Island Association! In 1969, some of the original cottagers led by Norm Ellison formed this 
Association to purchase the Island’s non-waterfront lands to protect them from development and to preserve them for generations to follow. We’re now well into 
our third generation of enjoying more than 30 acres of natural fields, wetlands, forests and outdoor recreational space that make up the shared space we now call 
our “Common Lands”. 

For those who joined in the walking tour on Thanksgiving weekend, our Island’s unique heritage was brought to life by Geoff and Susan Shifflett – thank you Geoff 
and Susan for a most enjoyable morning, and thanks also to everyone whose properties we traversed during our visit! For me, that historic walking tour re-affirmed 
just how awesome and unique is the arrangement that we inherited from Norm Ellison and his peers. They did the hard work, and now it’s up to us to look after 
this amazing gift…   

...which, luckily, is easily accomplished! Simply by continuing to pay our annual membership dues and by volunteering a little of our time when we’re able, we’ll 
keep this team effort going beautifully for another 50 years, and beyond!  



Our Association remains financially strong with good reserves at the end of 2016. 
Our Financial Statements will be formally reviewed over the next few months and 
a final report will be available at the Annual Meeting in July. On behalf of all of us, 
thank you to Ian Hulbert for continuing to do this review!

Financial results for 2016 are as follows: Revenues of $11,321 and Expenses of 
$8,276, for a Surplus of $3,045. Membership Dues, at $9,150, are our primary 
source of Revenue. Many thanks to all the cottagers who continued their 
membership this year and welcome to those who joined, or re-joined! 2016 was our 
second-best year ever for dues revenue! A big thank you to Denise Boyer for being 
our Membership Director. Please make her job easier this year by sending your dues 
payments promptly.

The Picnic was once again very well attended and, thanks to consistent donations, 
it was self-funded. Special thanks to Cardinal Meats Specialists Ltd. for donating 
the burgers! This large contribution makes a big difference to our ability to hold the 
picnic without it being a financial drain.

Our largest expense, making up about 77% of our total expenses, is the maintenance, 
taxes and insurance to keep the Common Lands safe and available for all of us to enjoy.  

Our annual dues notice will soon be sent to you. Please renew your membership 
early to save $25 and to ensure we have good cash flow to pay some expenses that 
are due before the summer.  

This year, we can accept Interac E-transfers for payment of dues. If you wish to 
pay this way, please use the email address of  bob.peacock@almag.com using the 
security question of “cottage association” and the answer of “rmia2017”. If the 
email address you are sending from makes it unclear who you are (eg. a company 
name), please send a separate email just noting the name of the organization or 
person sending the money and the name that your cottage would be listed under in 
our Directory. That way, we can ensure you get proper credit for your dues payment.

Finally, if you have neighbours who have not joined the Association in recent 
years, please encourage them to make this small investment so that we can 
all continue to enjoy the benefits of the wonderful community in which we are 
fortunate to have cottages.  

Speaking of dues, I am proud to say that for the 10th consecutive year we are keeping our dues unchanged at $100 per cottage (if paid by July 2nd)*. In other good 
news, paying your membership dues has gotten even simpler this year, as we’re now able to accept payment via email transfer (see Treasurer’s Report).

Your volunteer Directors keep dues low by running a very tight ship and by finding new ways to make our dues contributions go further. As an example, you’ll notice 
on the back pages of this year’s Newsletter that we are now accepting advertisements from select businesses who provide services you might find useful.  

As another example, property taxes are a significant chunk of our annual costs. The Muskoka Conservancy has expressed interest in helping to preserve some 
of the Common Lands. They may also be able to help us reduce our property tax bill. So, we’re going to listen to what they might have to offer and see if it merits 
a broader discussion. As a first step, to determine if any of our Common Lands qualify for their consideration, the Conservancy will conduct a species survey in 
May/June of the flora and fauna on our Common Lands. No commitment is implied by this survey. Should any of our four parcels qualify, and provided we feel 
there’s sufficient reason to enquire further, then we will investigate the pros and cons of any potential arrangement. (To be clear, no changes of any kind will be 
considered by the RMIA until a thorough and transparent review has taken place, with the results and our recommendations put to the membership to make a final 
decision, if any).  

In closing, we have so much to be thankful for as Royal Muskoka Islanders, not least of which is our wonderful community as cottagers. I look forward to enjoying 
time with family and friends on the Island once again this summer, and on behalf of the entire Board, I wish you all a safe and happy summer. See you at the AGM 
and the Picnic!

Ian Newall
RMIA President

*The early bird rate of $100 applies if dues are received by the time of our Annual General Meeting on July 2nd, after which the dues revert to $125 per cottage.



A big “thank you” to all for your continued membership support to the RMI Association.

Your participation, through membership dues, is instrumental in protecting and sustaining our large RMI common areas as well as promoting the sense of 
community. Your dues pay the cost of insurance, taxes and maintenance of our 30 + acres of common land.

NEW MEMBERS
The past year was one of many changes on the island. Our records indicate that 9 cottages were sold in 2016. Sadly, we said farewell to several great neighbours 
and friends who moved away. 

However, we gladly welcomed 6 new families to our community and association. They are:

 • Marie & Faheem Hasnain   1075 Sagamo Blvd (lot 56C)

 • Jeremy & Lisa Willard      1105 Sagamo Blvd (lot 47)

 • Jill Birch & Gordon Parker     1012 Segwun Place (lot 90)

 • Anne Archer & Fred Mens   1018 Islander Ave (lot 7)

 • Andrew Farncomb & Sarah Aves  1020 Islander Ave (lot 8)

 • Steve Ross & CB Ross   1035 Cherokee Cres. (lot 30)

We have yet to meet our new neighbours located at:

 • 1034 Islander Ave (lot 15)

 • 1083 Sagamo Blvd (lot 56A)

 • 1120 Sagamo Blvd (lots 42-44 -currently under construction)

 We look forward to greeting and welcoming them to our area and to our association.

CONDOLENCES 
We are so very happy to report that no condolences need to be extended this year.

CONTACT INFORMATION 
We strive to maintain an up-to-date and accurate membership list. Please forward any changes/updates to your contact information to rmia.membership@gmail.com.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
Once again, the yearly membership dues remain $125 per cottage. As in the past years, we are extending the “Early Bird Discount of $100 per cottage”.
In order to take advantage of this rebate, we ask that your dues be paid by July 2, 2017.  

Renewing is easy… You can continue to pay by cheque or we can now accept payment by Interac E-transfer – see details in Treasurer’s Report.  

Once again, the association values your membership. Many thanks for your support.  



Common Lands Report   by Bob Nash

GRASS CUTTING AND TREE REMOVAL
MARIAN MICHALAK cut the common lands grass this past summer. In addition he 
removed any trees that had fallen during the season. Marian also cuts the grass where 
the picnic is held. On behalf of all of the Islanders THANK YOU MARIAN for helping make 
RMI such a special place to cottage.

DRY FIRE HYDRANT
DOUG PALMER maintains the access to our dry fire hydrant during the winter months.
This entails keeping the hydrant area clear of any fallen snow and any snow banks created 
by the municipal snow plow. It also means lower insurance premiums for all of us.
THANK YOU DOUG for looking after this essential area and keeping it clear.

ENTRANCE GARDENS WELCOME SIGN & MAP to ROYAL MUSKOKA
GLENDA PANKO & SUE NICOLAOU planted and pruned our gardens this past summer at 
our entrance sign. Great job ladies. It is such a treat to arrive at the cottage after a long 
drive up and see the colourful welcoming garden. Thanks on behalf of the RMI Islanders.

SUGAR MAPLE TREE PLANTING
The five trees we planted two years ago will have survived their second winter this 
summer. We are hoping that in a few years they will provide shade for the viewing hill 
for the picnic. 

WOOD CHIPPER - MAY LONG WEEKEND (Spring Cleanup)
Your Board will be renting a wood chipper for the May (Victoria Day) long weekend (Saturday/Sunday/Monday 20/21/22MAY17).

If you would like to rent the chipper by the hour, I will deliver it to your cottage for your use (you will supply the labour). Cost will be $20- per hour. I will move the 
chipper from cottage to cottage.

I need you to book your required chipper time ahead of the long weekend. So please contact me by 15MAY17 with your preferred date and time, so that I can plan usage. 

Contact Bob Nash 416-809-3907 or bobnash1@hotmail.com.



Once again, the weather cooperated wonderfully for our 2016 picnic. We had a banner turnout for the annual running of the Sagamo Mile, and thereafter the 
competitors ran, hopped, wheel barrowed, tug ‘o warred, and water balloon tossed until they were tired, soaked and happy! All in all, it was another fun and 
fabulous day.  

Earl Gardiner, as usual, you rocked the bullhorn, exhorting those competitors young and/or young at heart to new heights of achievement! Thank you also to our 
unofficial resident photographer, Bill McLean, whose wonderful photos are adorning our Newsletter once again.

Although this was our first “dry” picnic, alcohol-wise, there were cold beverages to slake every thirst, and food aplenty to go around. Congratulations to the 
BBQ team, who kept the line-ups shorter than ever! With volunteers from all over the Island shucking the corn, running the Welcome desk, officiating the 
Games, filling water balloons, and sticking around afterwards to help with the cleanup, the Picnic ran like clockwork.  

Many hands made for light work and it couldn’t have happened without you -- thank you for helping to make the 2016 Picnic so much fun for everyone!
Thank you also to Cardinal Meats Specialists Ltd. and the Port Carling Foodland for their generous and ongoing support of our Picnic. 

Speaking of volunteers, we can always use more, so don’t be shy! We will once again be looking for people to help at this summer’s picnic, so please let us 
know if you would like to join in the fun! 

This summer, the 2017 Picnic will be held on Sunday, August 6th (rain date: Monday, August 7th). As usual, it gets started at 12:00 noon with the annual 
“running” of the Sagamo Mile. See you there! 



Merchandise Report   by Kristi Panko

As always, there will be a Royal Muskoka Island merchandise table at the picnic and this year we will be selling RMI crested mugs - if you want to top-up your 
collection or replace what may have broken!

If you ordered merchandise last year and have not yet picked up or paid for your order, it will be at the table for you.

Tennis Club Report   by Steve Convey

The Royal Muskoka Island Tennis Club commences its 46th year in 2017 and continues to be enjoyed by 
RMI cottage families of all ages.

Carol Wildi will step down as the president of the Tennis Club this year after holding the position for 3 years. 
A very warm thank you to Carol for her dedication to the club’s leadership. Steve Convey will take over as 
the President this year. A warm welcome to the club’s newest members Marie and Faheem Hasnain and a 
reminder that there are still tennis memberships available.

Last summer’s annual round robin and tennis party were a great success with the infamous “Duck 
Trophies” being hoisted by Tamara Bahry and Tim Gilbert. Congratulations to Tamara and Tim! A big thank 
you to Jim and Heather McKenzie who were our gracious hosts for the evening festivities.

This Summer’s friendly competition and party is set for July 8.

2016 was another excellent year for cottage sales in the Greater Muskoka 
Region, and especially on the 3 large Muskoka Lakes, with 335 cottage 
properties sold on “The Big 3” - an increase of 14% in transactional volume 
over 2015. This marked the fourth year in a row for busier markets on Lakes 
Muskoka, Rosseau and Joseph. 

Many cottages for sale received multiple, simultaneous offers. Island properties 
on “The Big 3” sold briskly, after lagging the mainland sector for years. Entire 
Islands were in favour. 

2016 saw a decline in the number of cottage properties available for sale, with 
inventory levels in the Greater Muskoka Region falling by 15% from the year before. 

I expect this pattern of healthy demand and shortage of inventory will continue 
into 2017, probably resulting in higher sale prices.  

The Muskoka cottage market has recovered from the economic recession. 
Prices have slowly rebounded, and in many segments, are now equal to or 
exceed the previous high levels of 2006-7. However, the continuing depressed 
price of oil and the ongoing concerns regarding the effect of the Trump 

presidential policies on the Canadian economy, are thus far preventing 
double-digit cottage price increases.  

Muskoka hasn’t yet seen the rampant price increases of the Toronto market, 
and we haven’t experienced a rash of offshore buyers. Despite the weak 
loonie, we also haven’t seen an influx of American buyers either. The majority 
of our buyers are from the GTA. 

A cottage is a discretionary, luxury purchase, thus is vulnerable to the highs 
and lows of our national and global economies. A successful cottage sale 
in 2017 will depend on accurate, competitive pricing that meets a buyer’s 
expectations of value. 

The mild Winter and promising Spring weather, has brought out eager cottage 
buyers. The annual Cottage Life Show in Toronto (March 31st to April 2nd this 
year) traditionally kicks off the cottage-buying season. 

On Royal Muskoka Island, there were 9 cottage sales in 2016.

The former “Judd” homestead - Juddhaven B&B also sold in 2016. 



Stewardship Report   by Lora Field

WATER QUALITY
The 2016 Muskoka Lakes Association water quality report looks at data collected at 190 locations in the Muskoka Lakes during the summer of 2016 and 
compares it to data from previous years. The sample collected off the east side of the RMI shows that phosphorus concentrations remain consistent to past 
years and so there is no reason for concern. In general, the water quality at most of the 190 sampling locations remains good to excellent. However, there are 
localized areas of concern including on Lake Rosseau such as Windermere and Minett. The MLA monitors phosphorus, calcium, water clarity, water temperature, 
bacteria and dissolved organic carbon concentrations. Residents of RMI can do their part in keeping our lake healthy, by maintaining septic systems and avoiding 
pesticide/fertilizer use, as the rain often washes them into the lake. Plants on the shoreline can act as a buffer and help keep the lake healthy. For cottage 
gardening tips that help keep the lake healthy, please visit: muskokawaterweb.ca

WOOD STOVE REPLACEMENT PROGRAM
The Ontario government released a climate change action plan in 2016 that outlined potential funding for residents to replace older wood stoves with new high-
efficiency, low-emission ones. These new models can reduce wood smoke by up to 90%. The rebate program has not opened yet, but it may be something to 
watch out for if you are considering a new woodstove. This program will be funded by Ontario’s cap and trade program that began in January of this year. The 
woodstove replacement program aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and air pollutants that older wood stoves produce. For more information on this 
pending program, you can email: wood.stoves@ontario.ca

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
We encourage RMI cottagers to adopt an environmental mindset. This can start with changing plans, practices, or habits, to reduce the generation of pollution 
and waste at the source - instead of trying to clean them up after the fact. It also includes activities that protect natural resources (i.e. land, water, air, plants, 
wildlife, and aquatic species) through conservation or more efficient use of resources. An environmental mindset can start with simple action such as walking to 
the tennis courts instead of driving or physically removing weeds instead of spraying them with pesticide.

GARBAGE
For weekend cottages who put the garbage out on Sunday nights please ensure that all containers are thoroughly washed and cleaned before putting in your 
blue box. This will prevent animals rooting through them and spreading your garbage over the ground and road in front of your cottage.

Ian Newall (President) 705-765-3976  |  ian.newall@sympatico.ca

Nick Nicolaou (VP, Secretary & Newsletter) 705-765-7370  |  nicknicolaou00@hotmail.com

Bob Peacock (Treasurer) 705-765-6004  |  bob.peacock@almag.com

Denise Boyer (Membership) 705-765-1248  |  deniseboyer1663@gmail.com

Bob Nash (Common Lands) 416-809-3907  |  bobnash1@hotmail.com

Mary Hulbert (Directory/Volunteers) 416-278-9333  |  mmhulbert@gmail.com

Lora Field (Stewardship) 705-765-5496  |  lora.field@gmail.com

Pat Mohan (Printing & Picnic Chef) 705-765-7150  |  pmohan@mohangroup.com

Kristi Panko (Merchandise & Website) 705-641-9897  |  k_panko@hotmail.com

Steve Convey (Tennis Club President) 705-765-1484  |  steven.g.convey@accenture.com



www.TheWaterFilterEstore.com

WATER SOFTENERS WATER FILTERS (UV) ULTRAVIOLET

Save 10%!
Use code RAIA10 at checkout

 www.jaynescottages.com
705-706-7900  |  1-800-725-9658

98 Joseph St, Port Carling, Ontario
705-765-5191  |  www.loondocks.ca

Beautiful Setting  |  Fantastic Service  |  Unforgettable Dining Experience
For reservations call 705-765-7625  |  www.therockgolf.com/grill-and-patio



Present this coupon at course for 10% savings. 

10%OFF10%OFF
“Membership Has Its Privileges”

As a member of a Windermere Partner Association 
we are pleased to offer you a 10% discount for one 
round of golf or tennis off the posted public play 
rates at our club. Of course, we hope you’ll love it 
and want to join and if you do, we’ll extend the 

same discount to your initiation fees.
For additional savings, be sure to ask about our 

2017 “Play Before You Pay” Membership Promotion.
Welcome to Windermere! 

1012 Golf Avenue, P.O. Box 65 • Windermere, Ontario  P0B 1P0
Toll Free: (888) 464-4414 • Telephone: (705) 769-3381

Fax: (705) 769-3711
www.windermeregolf.ca

✂

Your neighbourhood
spa and dining destination.

705-765-1900

pcrammond @muskoka.com | www.PaulCrammond.com

The Experienced Choice  
in Fine Waterfront Cottages Since 1996

PAUL CRAMMOND
M B A ,  B R O K E R

705.646.8129

Your Full Service Propane Company Since 1951
Convenient payment & automatic delivery options. No hidden fees.

Appliance sales, installation, service & repair

Electronic tank level monitoring

24/7 a�er-hours emergency service

Canadian owned and locally operated

2550 Harrigan Dr., Brechin, ON L0K 1B0

1-888-780-7727  |  Sparlings.com


