THE

SUMMER 2019

Celebrating the 50th year of the Royal Muskoka Island Association
RMIA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday, June 30th:
Monday, July 1st:
Sunday, July 21st:
Sunday, August 4th:
Saturday, August 31st:

Annual General Meeting (AGM) at 11am near the tennis courts
(Rain date: July 1st )
Early bird discount on membership dues expires
50th Anniversary RMIA Cruise on RMS Wenonah II at 11AM
departing/returning from Clevelands House
Annual Island Picnic & Games (Rain date: August 5th).
Sagamo Mile Race starts at 12:00 noon
Annual update to Membership Directory
(if dues not paid, membership status will show as “lapsed”)

The RMIA wishes to thank Pat Mohan (President) and staff of The Mohan Group (mohangroup.com) for generously donating resources to design and produce this issue of The Islander Times Newsletter.

President’s Message
On Sunday June 30th at 11:00AM, I hope that you’ll join us at the Tennis Courts for our Annual General Meeting. This year’s AGM will be my 1st anniversary as President
of the Association, and I would like to thank you for your support – being elected to serve as President has been both an honour and a privilege. I’m especially grateful
to have had the good fortune to work alongside such a dedicated and capable slate of Directors who do a lot of work on a volunteer basis behind the scenes to ensure
our island community functions properly and is well maintained!
This year marks the 50th birthday of your Royal Muskoka Island Association! In 1969, a group of cottagers formed this Association to purchase the non-waterfront
lands of the former Royal Muskoka Hotel, so they might protect them from development and preserve them for generations to follow.
To celebrate this event, we have organized a Lake Rosseau cruise on the RMS Wenonah II on Sunday July 21st from 11am-2pm, departing and returning to
Clevelands House. Cost is $80pp including food, so if you haven’t signed up yet, please do so and make payment as outlined below.
As we’ve all heard by now, various resort “redevelopment” concerns are being hotly debated at both District and Township Councils, and LPAT (formerly OMB).
A Steering Committee to discuss the future development of Minett has also been set up with a very experienced and diverse membership of 13 members of the
local community – including our very own Past President – Ian Newall. These debates serve to remind us just how visionary our Island forebears were! Thanks to
Norm Ellison and his peers, we’re now well into our third generation of enjoying 30+ acres of natural fields, wetlands, forests and outdoor recreational space that
make up the shared space we now call our “Common Lands”. A summary of where we are at with regards to the current redevelopment debate is included below
in this Newsletter.

They did the hard work, and now it’s up to us to look after this amazing gift. Simply by continuing to pay our annual membership dues and by volunteering a little
of our time when we’re able, we’ll be able to preserve and protect our Common Lands for another 50 years, and beyond!
Speaking of dues, I am proud to say that for the 12th consecutive year we are keeping our dues unchanged at $100 per cottage (if paid by July 1st). When
everyone chips in, this very modest contribution is all that we need to cover the maintenance, insurance and property taxes for our Common Lands. The picnic
is self funded each year, from burger donations by Cardinal Meats Specialists Limited; the 50:50 draw; and from advertisements from select local businesses
whose services you might find useful - I draw your attention to the back pages of this year’s Newsletter.
As mentioned in the Membership Report, we are very sad to announce the passing of Joan Wilson, who served as a Director of RMIA from 1984-2006. Joan is
survived by her husband, Harold Wilson, who also served as RMIA auditor, 1970-2002, and an extended family. We also lost John Panko, a stalwart supporter
of the RMIA who was always ready to lend a hand on projects involving the common lands. John is survived by his wife Glenda (past RMIA Director) and his
daughter Kristi (current RMIA Director) and son Jeff. John and Joan were shining examples of community-minded public service. They will both be sadly missed
and fondly remembered, and we send condolences to their families.
In closing, we have much to be thankful for as Royal Muskoka Islanders, not least of which is our wonderful community as cottagers. I look forward to enjoying
time with family and friends on the Island once again this summer, and on behalf of the entire Board, I wish you all a safe and happy summer. See you at the
AGM, the 50th Anniversary Cruise and the Picnic!
Nick Nicolaou
RMIA President

How to get onboard the RMIA’s 50th Anniversary Lunch Cruise?
It’s a simple two-part process: RSVP and send payment.
1.

RSVP to Nick Nicolaou (nicknicolaou00@hotmail.com) with your answers to the following questions:

		

Family Name:

		

RMI Lot Number/Address:

		

Total No. of household members and guests to attend

		

(included in above, number of children below the age of 12

		

Food allergies of concern? If yes, explain:

2.
		

X $80.00 = $
)

Send money ($80 per passenger) via e-transfer or by cheque, as follows:
E-transfer to rmia.treasurer@gmail.com [Security question: cruise. Answer: 2019]

		Or,
		

Send cheque (payable to “RMI Association”) to:

		
		
		

RMI Association, c/o: Bob Peacock, RMIA Treasurer
12 Hawthorne Court
Belfountain, ON L7K 0G2

Development Report

by Ian Newall

Firstly, a great big THANK YOU goes out to everyone who voted in Muskoka’s regional elections in October. Voter turnout from everyone concerned with the
waterfront development issue made a huge impact at the ballot box! District and Township Councils are now keenly aware just how important this is to us all.
Waterfront development falls into two main areas of concern. One concern involves developers wishing to shoe-horn residential developments onto properties
zoned resort-commercial (e.g. MIST Opportunities, Villas of Muskoka, Legacy Cottages, etc.). At issue is resolving what shall constitute a “resort”, and whether
the Township shall have any right to assert conditions on how a unit, once sold, must be used (as private residence v available to travelling public). The debate
rages on, with the next round taking place at an LPAT (OMB) hearing scheduled for mid-April. This hearing has concluded, with lawyers now due to present
written submissions to the adjudicator for a final decision.
The other main area of development concern is the “Resort Village of Minett”. Last spring, the Township imposed a 1-year hold on development around Minett,
called an “Interim Control By-Law (ICBL).” It was implemented in order to buy some much-needed time for the Township and the District to craft a coherent set
of development policies for Minett. The Township has renewed their ICBL for a second year before it expired in May. Under provincial law, they are allowed a
maximum of two renewals. Interestingly the Legacy project has been excluded from this ICBL renewal.
The rationale for the ICBL includes a confluence of factors:
•
		
		
•
•
		

a 2007 OMB ruling approved creation of a Whistler Village style community at Minett.
That ruling included conditions and guidelines… which were somehow omitted from subsequent iterations of the Official Plan,
and have yet to be factored into this latest OP iteration
a renewed flurry of development proposals of late in Minett and around Wallace Bay
the fact that much has changed since the original environmental impact assessment in 2007. Climate change is now a real concern,
and Lake Recreational Carrying Capacity is gaining traction as a valuable tool to evaluate development proposals.

So, to help them craft a coherent set of development policies while considering input from a broad range of stakeholders, in October the TML and District of
Muskoka established the “Minett Joint Policy Review Steering Committee”.
The committee consists of 13 volunteers with a range of backgrounds: planning specialists, developers, waterfront property owners, environmentalists, seasonal
and permanent residents, etc. I feel very fortunate to have been selected as one of the committee members, as it’s a privilege to be working with such a
fascinating group of people. Here’s a link for more background on the committee:
https://www.muskoka.on.ca/en/work-and-invest/minett-joint-policy-review-steering-committee.aspx.
We have been meeting regularly since November and we will continue to meet on a monthly basis for the next year or longer. As the District explains on their
website: “The Steering Committee members will be responsible for reviewing District and Township Official Plan policies as they relate to Minett. In addition, the
Committee will make consensus-based recommendations to the Councils and may undertake discussions about Township of Muskoka Lakes zoning By-Laws
and issues like recreational carrying capacity, water quality, natural character, and the long-term economic impact of the Minett development.” In other words,
we have our plates full!
Meanwhile, the entire Minett project has recently changed hands. Ken Fowler Enterprises have sold the 1200 acres that are home to The Rock, Clevelands
House and Wallace Bay Marina. It has been acquired by Mitch Goldhar. founder of SmartCentres and a Lake Rosseau cottager – located at Harraby Point, just
across from Royal Muskoka Island. While Mr. Goldhar is apparently still working on his plans for Minett, the Friends of Muskoka are hopeful that his approach will
“minimize the impact on shoreline and water”.
Regardless of who the proponent may be, the work of the Minett steering committee will continue. I welcome any input that you might wish to share with me.
Feel free to contact me via email (ian.newall@sympatico.ca) and I’ll do my best to ensure that your ideas or concerns are considered in the process.

Treasurer’s Report
by Bob Peacock

Our Association remains financially strong with good reserves at the end of 2018. Our Financial Statements will be formally reviewed over the next few months
and a final report will be available at the Annual Meeting in June. On behalf of all of us, thank you to Ian Hulbert for continuing to do this review! Preliminary
Financial results for 2018 are as follows:

Revenues $11,524
Expenses $9,178
Surplus
$2,346
Membership Dues, at $8,945, are our primary source of Revenue. Many thanks to the cottagers who continued their membership this year and welcome to
those who joined, or re-joined, in 2018! A big thank you to Denise Boyer for being our Membership Director. Please make her job easier this year by sending
your Dues payments promptly.
The Picnic in 2018 was not quite as well attended as in previous years but was still an RMI highlight. Guest donations at the Picnic this year were significantly
less than in the past resulting in the picnic being a break-even event this year. Special thanks to Cardinal Meats Specialists Ltd. for donating the burgers! This
large contribution makes a big difference to our ability to hold the picnic without it being a financial drain.
Our largest expense, making up about 70% of our total expenses, is the maintenance, taxes and insurance to keep the Common Lands safe and available for
all of us to enjoy.
Our annual Dues Notice will soon be sent to you. RMIA dues remain unchanged, $100 if paid by July 1 and $125 if paid after July 1. Please renew your
membership early to save $25 and to ensure we have good cash flow to pay some expenses that are due before the summer.
If you wish to pay by e-transfer, please email rmia.treasurer@gmail.com using the security question of “cottage association” and the answer of “rmia2019”.
If the email address you are sending from makes it unclear who you are (e.g. a company name), please send a separate email just noting the name of the
organization or person sending the money and the name that your cottage would be listed under in our Directory. That way, we can ensure you get proper
credit for your dues payment.
Again this year, at the request of the tennis club and to make it simpler for Tennis Club members, you can pay Tennis Club dues together with your RMIA dues
in one payment to Bob Peacock at the address shown on your RMIA Dues Notice or the email address shown above. Tennis Club dues remain $150, if paid by
July 1, and $175 if paid after July 1. Tennis Club members, save $50 by paying both your RMIA and Tennis Club dues (total of $250) by July 1!
Finally, if you have neighbours who have not joined the Association in recent years, please encourage them to make this small investment so that we can all
continue to enjoy the benefits of the wonderful community in which we are fortunate to have cottages.

Membership Report
by Denise Boyer

Many thanks…. 2018 was an excellent year for membership support. The RMI association is most grateful for your past participation and prompt payment of
your membership dues. As you know, these monies defray the cost of insurance, taxes and maintenance on our 30 + acres of common land.

NEW MEMBERS
This year, as membership director, I was happy to meet and welcome Norm and Sharon Deska (lot 47- 1101 Sagamo) to our association membership.

CONDOLENCES
It is with much sadness that I share with you the loss of 2 of our members:
John Panko and Joan Wilson.
Sincere condolences and thoughts go to their families during this very difficult time. They will be missed on Royal Muskoka Island.

CONTACT INFORMATION
The Royal Muskoka Island 2019 Cottager’s Directory will be sent to your electronic mailbox. In order to maintain an accurate directory, please send any
updates or changes to your contact information to: rmia.membership@gmail.com.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Please take advantage of our “Early Bird Discount”- a payment of $100 per cottage if dues are paid by July 1, 2019.
Otherwise, the yearly membership dues will remain at $125 per cottage. To keep your membership status in good standing, payment of your dues should be
received no later than August 31, 2019.
Over the past year, we received positive feedback regarding the ease of payment via E-transfer. At the request of the tennis club, you may renew your tennis
membership together with the renewal of the association membership. Tennis membership dues are $150 if paid by July 1 or $175 if paid after July 1, 2019.
We will continue to offer 2 easy payment methods:
• Interac E-transfer – email rmia.treasurer@gmail.com
			

Security question: cottage association

			

Answer: rmia2019

• Cheque - All cheques should be made payable to RMIA and sent to:
			
			

Bob Peacock RMIA Treasurer –
12 Hawthorne Court, Belfountain, ON L7K 0G2.

On behalf of the association, thank you to all members for your continued support. We are looking forward to an awesome 2019 and another terrific year of
active membership.

Common Lands Report

by Bob Nash

Thanks Volunteers for looking after Royal Muskoka Island, keeping her clean and
beautiful. Marian Michalak once again cut the grass and removed any trees that had
fallen in the common area by the baseball diamond and the meadow. Marian also cuts the
area where the picnic games are held. THANK YOU MARIAN for your help and continued
support of any and all projects that happen on the island.
Doug Palmer clears the snow the plow leaves behind giving us winter access to the
dry-fire hydrant that sits at the entrance to the island. Having year round access to the
dry-hydrant ensures the local fire department has easy access to lake water in the winter.
Doug is also a volunteer fire fighter with the Minett Fire department. THANKS DOUG on
behalf of all of us on Royal Muskoka Island.
Glenda Panko & Sue Nicolaou continued this past summer to look after our beautiful
garden at the Welcome Sign at the top of the hill as you enter Royal Muskoka Island. It
is such a pleasure to arrive after a long week in the city to a welcoming garden full of
colour. Great job gals. Everyone on the Island thanks you.

PROJECTS FOR SUMMER 2019
• Gazebo (donated by Ellison Family) - to be reshingled
• Getting quotes for Shuffleboard court

WOOD CHIPPER
We currently have plans to rent a wood chipper this coming summer (2019). We would like to do wood chipping every other year. For those new Islanders, the RMI
board rents a wood chipper for a long weekend in the spring and I move it around from cottage to cottage to help with your spring clean up (you supply the labour
and a $20 usage fee per cottage...lol). Drop me an email: bobnash1@hotmail.com if you’re keen to rent the wood chipper.

2018
Picnic Report

by Ian Newall

Once again, the weather cooperated wonderfully for our 2018 picnic. We had a banner turnout for the annual running of the Sagamo Mile, and thereafter the competitors
ran, hopped, wheel barrowed, tug ‘o warred, and water balloon tossed until they were tired, soaked and happy! All in all, it was another fun and fabulous day.
Earl Gardiner – fresh off the boat from Newfoundland, as usual, rocked the bullhorn, exhorting those competitors young and/or young at heart to new heights of
achievement! Thank you also to our unofficial resident photographer and RMIA Secretary, Bill McLean, whose wonderful picnic photos are adorning our Newsletter
once again.
Congratulations to the BBQ team, who helped to keep the food line-ups shorter than ever! Special thanks to Bob Nash who stepped up to the plate at the 11th hour to
assume BBQ chef duties, due to Pat Mohan’s last-minute incapacity through high fever! The Picnic ran like clockwork, with volunteers from all over the Island setting
up the tables, shucking the corn, running the Welcome desk, officiating the Games, filling water balloons, and sticking around afterwards to help with the cleanup.
Of course, the biggest thanks of all goes out to you! Many hands made for light work, and many competitors made for some great Games. None of it could have
happened without you, so Thank You for helping to make the 2018 Picnic so much fun for everyone! Thank you also to Cardinal Meats Specialists Ltd. for their
generous sponsorship of the burgers and ongoing support of our Picnic.
Having enjoyed the Picnic Games for years, my own kids have now entered that dreaded age category most resistant to Earl’s call for competitors: i.e. 16-24.
Therefore, it’s time for me to pass the Games-planning “baton”. I’m thrilled to say that the 2019 Picnic Games are in excellent hands, as Jeremy Willard has agreed to
take up the baton. Thank you, Jeremy, and welcome aboard!
Speaking of volunteers, we can always use more, so don’t be shy! We will once again be looking for people to help at this summer’s picnic, so please let us know if
you would like to join in the fun!
This summer, the 2019 Picnic will be held on Sunday, August 4th (rain date: Monday, August 5th). As usual, it gets started at 12:00 noon with the annual “running”
of the Sagamo Mile. See you there!

Merchandise/Website Report

by Kristi Panko

We look forward to seeing you at the merchandise table at this year’s picnic. RMI mugs, clothing and history books will be available for purchase.
Our website home page is now displaying cruise info. Website calendar now showing key dates for 2019.

Tennis Club Report

by Steve Convey

Hello Tennis lovers! It’s almost here, the 2019 summer of tennis fun and the 48th year of the Royal
Muskoka Island Tennis Club. Wow! 48 years our beloved club has been providing outdoor fun and
friendly competition to RMI cottage families of all ages. Please join me in a warm welcome to the
club’s newest members, The Ross Family, David and Clair Cheeswright, and Andrew and Sarah
Farncomb bringing our club membership up to 37 families. A reminder that there are still tennis
memberships available. Once again, the tennis club has asked the RMIA to collect annual dues on
its behalf.
Our 2018 summer annual round robin was another great success and loads of fun. The cherished
“Duck Trophies” were hoisted by Margot Nimmo and Raymond Reichert. Congratulations to Margot
and Raymond for their victories! A big thank you to Deb and Bob Peacock who were our gracious
hosts for the after-Tourney bash. Also, a big thanks to those members who pitched in to make the
event a great success. This Summer’s friendly competition and party is set for July 13. That’s it
for now. See you on the courts!

Real Estate Report
Spring 2019
by Paul Crammond

2018 was another busy year for cottage sales in the Greater Muskoka Region.
On “The Big 3“ large Muskoka Lakes, there were 255 cottage properties
sold, a decrease of 18% in transactional volume compared to record-high
levels in 2017. This marked the first year of a decline in sales volume on
Lakes Muskoka, Rosseau and Joseph since the recession of 2008. Numerous
cottages for sale received multiple, simultaneous offers.
2018 again saw a decline in the number of cottage properties available for
sale, with inventory levels in the Greater Muskoka Region falling by 9% from
the year before.
I expect this pattern of steady demand and shortage of inventory will continue
into 2019 and beyond, probably resulting in higher sale prices.
One of the reasons for the reduction in cottage inventory is the declining
number of cottage owners in their 80s and 90s. Many of that cohort have
already made the decision to sell, or their families have assumed ownership.
This pattern of lower inventory levels will continue until the leading edge of the
Boomers decide to start selling their cottages.

Muskoka didn’t see the rampant price increases of the 2017 Toronto market
and then the subsequent weakening. We haven’t experienced a rash of
offshore or investment buyers. Despite the weak loonie, we haven’t seen an
influx of American buyers either. Most of our buyers are from the GTA.
A cottage is a discretionary, luxury purchase, thus is vulnerable to the highs
and lows of our national and global economies. A successful cottage sale
in 2019 will depend on accurate, competitive pricing that meets a buyer’s
expectations of value.
The long winter and nasty Spring weather have brought out eager cottage
buyers. The annual Cottage Life Show in Toronto (March 21st to 24th this
year) traditionally kicks off the cottage-buying season.
On Royal Muskoka Island, there was 1 cottage sale in 2018: On Sagamo, the
“Bras” cottage sold after being on the market for several seasons. Just off
the Royal, beside the causeway, I sold my newly-built cottage and moved to
Bluff Road, still on Rest Harbour.

Stewardship Report

by Dr. Lora Field

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITIES
In 2018, the RMI received funding support through the Federation of Cottagers Association (again!) to educate our members on aquatic invasive species. FOCA
provided 2 consultants to investigate if there were aquatic invasive species in the island water. This involved our President, Nick Nicolaou taking two consultants
on a boat tour around the island on the Labour Day long weekend (thanks Nick!). They identified the plants living in our waters and took samples to show the
cottagers. The good news is that they didn’t find any invasive species. After the boat tour, they spent some time talking to our cottagers about the plants living
in the lake, while enjoying some breakfast treats. Their main message was that the naturally occurring plants growing in our shallow waters are often thought of
as “weeds”, however they are actually critical to maintaining clean water, a healthy ecosystem and preventing invasive plants from taking over. To learn more,
please contact Lora Field: lora.field@gmail.com for a copy of their report which identifies several aquatic plants growing in the RMI waters. We will also leave a
copy on the bulletin board this spring. This upcoming summer we hope to hold another event on invasive plants growing on our lands. Keep an eye on your inbox
for more information!

WATER QUALITY
The Muskoka Lakes Association’s 2018 Water Quality report showed no change in water quality for waters immediately surrounding the RMI with the
recommendation to continue to monitor. Most of Lake Rosseau scored well, except for two areas: Windermere and Minett. Windermere showed elevated
phosphorus levels which are of concern since too much phosphorus can lead to algae growth. Minett had higher than normal e-coli which is a concern for
swimmers and drinking water quality. The report recommends that further investigation and monitoring of these sites is needed to maintain good water quality.
You can do your part in preserving our water quality by maintaining your septic, minimizing fertilizing close to the shore, preventing gas spills etc. Please see the
MLA’s website: www.mla.on.ca for more information on how you can maintain water quality and protect your investment.

Your 2018 & 2019 RMIA Board of Directors
Nick Nicolaou (President & Newsletter) 647-389-3160 | nicknicolaou00@hotmail.com
Ian Newall (Past President) 705-765-3976 | ian.newall@sympatico.ca
Bob Peacock (Vice President & Treasurer) 705-765-6004 | bob.peacock@almag.com
Bill McLean (Secretary & Picnic Photographer) 416-418-2488 | wmclean360@gmail.com
Denise Boyer (Membership/Directory) 705-765-1248 | deniseboyer1663@gmail.com
Dr. Lora Field (Stewardship) 705-765-5496 | lora.field@gmail.com
Rajiv Maikhuri (Volunteers) 416-554-7879 | bitsandpiecespicture@gmail.com
Pat Mohan (Newsletter Design & Picnic Chef) 705-765-7150 | pmohan@mohangroup.com
Bob Nash (Common Lands) 416-809-3907 | bobnash1@hotmail.com
Kristi Panko (Merchandise & Website) 705-641-9897 | k_panko@hotmail.com
Steve Convey (Tennis Club President) 705-765-5115 | steven.g.convey@accenture.com

PROTECT
your family
invest in
an AED.

info@actionfirstaid.ca | 1-866-347-7824

Every second matters in
Sudden Cardiac Arrest.
*Special pricing for FOCA members!

$100

Membership Initiation Fee
FOR OUR

100th

VINYASA & KIDS YOGA IN MUSKOKA

Anniversary

To celebrate our 100th Anniversary
Windermere Golf & Country Club
New Memberships are now only $100.00*!

Dockside Yoga - Privates - Events - Birthday Parties

Contact us today at 705-769-3381.
$4,900.00

$7,800.00

*That’s a discount of
for a single and
for a couple
on the Membership Initiation Fee.
Annual Membership Fees and taxes extra. Limited time offer.

Luxury Rentals + Concierge Services
www.jaynescottages.com

+1 705 706 7900 | +1 800 725 9658

705-644-4467

www.artandasanamuskoka.com
instagram: @artandasana

BARTLETT.
DISCOVER WHY
WE’RE CALLED TREE EXPERTS.
We’re Bartlett Tree Experts and we’ve been exceeding our customers’
expectations for over 100 years. No matter the size or scope of your
tree and shrub needs, our experts bring a rare mix of local service,
global resources and innovative tree care practices that makes your
landscape thrive. Trees add value to our homes and our lives.
And Bartlett adds value to your trees.

For the life of your trees.
PRUNING FERTILIZATION PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT REMOVAL

CALL 877 BARTLETT 877.227.8538 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

Beautiful Setting, Fantastic Service
& Unforgettable Dining Experience
For reservations call 705-765-7625
www.therockgolf.com/grill-and-patio

The Experienced Choice

in Fine Waterfront Cottages Since 1996

PAUL CRAMMOND
MBA, BROKER

705.646.8129

pcrammond @muskoka.com | www.PaulCrammond.com

