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President’s Message 

 
 
COVID 19 PANDEMIC 
As I write this our country and the world is in the midst of one of the greatest health crises any 
of us has experienced. Our Newsletter usually ushers in the start of Spring and has everybody’s 
mind turning to opening up the cottage and thoughts of delightful sun filled days on the dock. 
Unfortunately, this year may be quite different! 

RMIA CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
  
Sunday, June 28th :  Annual General Meeting (AGM) at 11am near the tennis 

courts (Rain date: June 29th) 

   
Tuesday, June 30th: Early bird discount on membership dues expires  
 
Sunday, August 2nd: Annual Island Picnic & Games (Rain date: August 3rd) 

Sagamo Mile Race starts at 12:00 noon 
  

Monday, August 31st: Annual update to Membership Directory (if dues not 
paid, membership status will show as “lapsed”)   
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In a recent video message, TML Mayor Harding urged everyone to shelter at home and stay 
safe in their primary residences.  Driving to Muskoka is considered by the authorities to be 
unnecessary travel.  In other words, if you’re already at the cottage, then stay there. If you’re 
still in the city, then stay there. 
 
Mayor Harding also mentioned that marinas have been ordered closed, so getting boats in the 
water will be problematic. Contractors have been ordered to stop doing any non-essential work 
(and opening cottages is deemed non-essential).  Therefore, he implored cottagers to stop or 
delay any contractor/service work. By provincial order, rental of cottages has also been banned. 
 
In accordance with the Ontario Governments' Declaration of Emergency, all common land 
amenities such as playground, basketball, baseball and tennis courts are closed for use until 
further notice. 
 
How long this will last is anybody’s guess.  In the short term, if you simply cannot delay coming 
north, bear in mind that local resources are scarce (especially ICU beds).  Shelves are bare here, 
so bring your provisions from the city. And please follow all the government guidelines on social 
distancing to keep you and your families, along with our local neighbours, safe and well. Several 
Muskoka individuals and organizations will be making donations to Muskoka Algonquin Health 
Care which services the Bracebridge and Huntsville Hospitals, to assist with the purchase of 
medical items needed during these difficult times. Please consider supporting this excellent 
cause.  
 
On the bright side, the ice melted on the lake literally overnight, and there doesn’t appear to be 
any damage to shorelines or docks. 
 
Assuming restrictions on public gatherings and social distancing have been eased, on Sunday 
June 28th at 11:00AM, I hope that you’ll join us at the Tennis Courts for our Annual General 
Meeting. This year’s AGM will be my 2nd anniversary as President of the Association, and I 
would like to thank you for your support – serving as President is both an honour and a 
privilege. I’m especially grateful to have had the good fortune to work alongside such a 
dedicated and capable slate of Directors who do a lot of work on a volunteer basis behind the 
scenes to ensure our island community functions properly and is well maintained.  I’m also 
thrilled to welcome Alison Waugh-Sunico, who is joining the Board in 2020. 
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What an interesting year we had in 2019, with 
a Spring flood to welcome us back to the 
cottage, and our very own Moose who 
vacationed with us from Canada Day to 
Labour Day. We also celebrated the 50th year 
of our  Association, with a wonderful cruise 
on 21st July aboard the RMS Wenonah II 
around Lake Rosseau and RMI itself.  151 
RMIers enjoyed a sun kissed afternoon with 
on board food and drinks, plus a talk on the 

Royal Muskoka Hotel (RMH) by  Geoff & Susan Shifflett. Their 
revised history book on RMH is still available to purchase.  
 
As you are aware, various resort “redevelopment” concerns 
continue to be hotly debated at both District and Township Councils (TML), and LPAT (formerly 
OMB).  The Steering Committee to discuss the future development of Minett has now delivered 
its recommendations to TML.  A summary of where we are at with regards to the current 
redevelopment issue is included below in this Newsletter, written by Ian Newall, a  member of 
the Minett Steering Committee and Past President and current Director of RMIA.  Thanks again 
to all who wrote in to our Councillors to express dismay at the Legacy decision. 
 
Our insightful forerunners in RMIA did the hard work more than 50 years ago, and now it’s up 
to us to look after their amazing legacy.  Simply by continuing to pay our annual membership 
dues and by volunteering a little of our time when we’re able, we’ll be able to preserve and 
protect our Common Lands for another 50 years, and beyond!  
 
Speaking of dues, after twelve consecutive years of keeping our dues unchanged at $125 per 
cottage, this year your Board is reluctantly increasing dues to $150 per cottage (with an early 
bird discount to $125 if paid by June 30th 2020). This is to cover increasing expenses – mainly 
insurance and maintenance – along with an expected property tax increase in 2020.  When 
everyone chips in, this very modest contribution is all that we need to cover the maintenance, 
insurance and property taxes for our Common Lands - which enhances the value of all our 
cottages!  N.B. Our Annual Picnic is self-funded each year, not via our dues, but through 
donations from Cardinal Meats Specialists Ltd; from funds raised in our 50:50 draw; and from 
advertisements sold to select local businesses whose services you might find useful (I draw your 
attention to the back pages of this Newsletter). 
 
From its inception, our Island Association has been built on the spirit of volunteerism. Many 
hands make light work. It’s a great team of people to work with, and it’s also a great way to 
meet your wonderful neighbours. We have had a lot of new cottage owners on RMI in the past 
couple of years, who may not be aware of what we do.  There are many ways to help, both big 
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and small, so please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to get involved.  We are 
especially looking for an individual or family to run the Picnic Games in 2020 and beyond. 
 
In closing, we have much to be thankful for as Royal Muskoka Islanders, not least of which is 
our wonderful community as cottagers.  We all look forward to enjoying time with family and 
friends on the Island once again this summer and only hope that restrictions will be lifted to 
allow us to do this. So on behalf of the entire Board, I wish you all a healthy, safe and happy 
summer. We will keep you updated on developments and how they may impact our activities. 
 
Nick Nicolaou OBE 
RMIA President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
By Bob Peacock 
 
Our Association remains financially strong with good reserves at the end of 2019.  Our Financial 
Statements will be formally reviewed over the next few months and a final report will be 
available at the Annual Meeting June 28th.  On behalf of all of us, thank you to Ian Hulbert for 
continuing to do this review!  
  
Preliminary Financial results for 2019 are as follows:-  
Revenues $26,560   
Expenses $ 26,088  
Surplus    $      480  
  
The Revenues and Expenses are unusually high due to the inclusion this year of the 
50th Anniversary Cruise Revenue and Expenses ($13,247 and $13,180 respectively) and the 
additional Revenue and Expense related to the RMI Hotel History Books ($1,930 and $3,670 
respectively).  The current shortfall on the books is expected to be recovered over the next few 
years as we purchased a larger quantity to reduce the cost per book and more than half of the 
books purchased remain available to be sold at no additional cost to the Association.  
  
Membership Dues remain our primary source of regular Revenue.  Many thanks to the cottagers 
who continued their membership this year and welcome to those who joined, or rejoined, in 
2019!  A big thank you to Denise Boyer for being our Membership Director for the past 5 years 
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and to Margot Nimmo for taking over that responsibility last summer.  Please make Margot’s job 
easier this year by sending your Dues payments promptly. 
  
Our largest expense, making up about 60% of our total regular expenses, is the maintenance, 
taxes and insurance to keep the Common Lands safe and available for all of us to enjoy.    
  
Our annual Dues Notice will soon be sent to you.  Following 12 years of unchanged annual dues, 
the RMIA Board of Directors voted to raise the dues this year.  Many of our expenses have 
increased over the past 10 years and we felt it appropriate to raise the dues to $125 if paid 
by June 30 and $150 if paid after June 30.  Please renew your membership early to save 
$25 and to ensure we have good cash flow to pay some expenses that are due before the 
summer.  
 
Finally, if you have neighbours who have not joined the Association in recent years, 
please encourage them to make this small investment so that we can all continue to enjoy the 
benefits of the wonderful community in which we are fortunate to have cottages.    
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Membership Report 
 
By Margot Nimmo 
 
The RMI Association is most grateful for your past participation and prompt payment of your 
membership dues. As you know, these monies defray the cost of insurance, taxes and 
maintenance on our 30 + acres of common land.   
 
Condolences   
It is with much sadness that I share with you the loss of two of our members: -  
Garry Waugh and Margaret Elliott.  Sincere condolences and thoughts go to Garry and 
Margaret’s families. They will be missed on Royal Muskoka Island.    
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2020 Membership Directory  
The Royal Muskoka Island 2020 Cottager’s Directory will be sent to your electronic mailbox.  In 
order to maintain an accurate directory, please send any updates or changes to your contact 
information to: rmia.membership@gmail.com 
 
Membership Renewal   
As mentioned in the President’s Message, the yearly membership dues will increase to $150 per 
cottage ($125- if paid by June 30th, 2020). To keep your membership status in good standing, 
payment of your dues should be received no later than August 31st, 2020.  
  
Please take advantage of our “Early Bird Discount”- a payment of $125 per cottage if dues are 
paid by June 30, 2020.    
  
Over the past year, we received positive feedback regarding the ease of payment via  E-transfer 
and the convenience of renewing your Tennis Membership together with the renewal of the 
Association Membership. Tennis Membership dues are $150 if paid by June 30th or $175 if paid 
after June 30th, 2020.  
 
We will continue to offer 2 easy payment methods shown below. Please ensure to add your lot 
number, or the surname shown in the Members Directory associated with your cottage, in the 
“Message” section of the etransfer, so funds can be applied correctly:  
 

• Interac E-transfer – email rmia.treasurer@gmail.com  
Security question:  cottage association  
Answer:   rmia2020  

  
• Cheque - All cheques are to be sent to:  Bob Peacock RMIA Treasurer –  

      12 Hawthorne Court, Belfountain, ON L7K 0G2.  
    
On behalf of the association, thank you to all members for your continued support.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
RMIA SUMMER 2020 7 

 

NEWSLETTER OF THE ROYAL MUSKOKA ISLAND ASSOCIATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Common Lands Report 
 
By Bob Nash 
 
I attended the Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Association’s (FOCA) Annual General Meeting 
and Spring Seminars on March 7, 2020. FOCA represents over 50,000 member families in over 
500 lake and road associations throughout Ontario. For more than 50 years FOCA has been 
protecting and lobbying for our waterfront in Ontario. See http://foca.on.ca/about/our-history/ 
 
This year’s event featured guest speaker Andrea Kirkwood who spoke about Aquatic Invaders, 
and Shelley Arnott who spoke about the environmental impact of road salt and how it impacts 
our lake water, killing micro organisms.  
 
Also discussed was Electrical Pricing, Flooding/High water Levels, Conservation Authorities and 
lastly Property Tax Re-Assessment.  
 
FOCA has an in-depth website I encourage you to check out.  
Reflecting on  2019  
This past year our VOLUNTEERS again kept Royal Muskoka looking great.   
 
MARIAN MICHALAK and his trusty McCormack tractor cut our meadows and had the playing 
field looking good for our picnic.   
 
GLENDA PANKO & SUE NICOLAOU tended to the garden at our welcoming sign as you enter 
Royal Muskoka Island.  
 
DOUG PALMER cleared the snow and ice away from our dry fire hydrant on the causeway.    
 
THANK YOU on behalf of all our islanders.  
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Wood Chipper  
Last year your board rented a wood chipper and we cleaned up some of the common lands as 
well as some Islanders used the chipper to clean up their own properties. We are not sure if 
this “event” will continue in the future due to insurance liability issues.  
 
Signs  

We have installed several new signs out and about Royal Muskoka 
this past year.   
 
NO HUNTING: Discharge of Firearms 
PROHIBITED (bylaw enforced). Two new 
signs have been posted at the entrance 
to the island and near the tennis courts. 
Many members might not realize that in 
1983 RMIA got the TML to amend the By-
Laws to prohibit discharge of firearms on 
the island, and hence discourage hunting, 

so we can enjoy our deer (and moose) populations.   
NO MOTORIZED VEHICLES: On Common Lands   
NO DUMPING: On Common Lands  
 
Post Office Mail Box  
We now have a brand new Mail Box, residing where the old green 
one used to be near the tennis courts. You can receive as well as 
send letters here during the summer season only - there is no 
service in the winter months.  
 
 
 
 
Projects for 2020  
The basketball fencing was vandalized by unknown parties this past summer. We will be pulling 
these out of the ground and installing new fencing this year.  
 
The Board agreed in 2018 to install some soccer nets and a badminton net, which will be 
portable and sit on the picnic playing field. I will be getting quotes for final approval by the 
Board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
RMIA SUMMER 2020 9 

 

NEWSLETTER OF THE ROYAL MUSKOKA ISLAND ASSOCIATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2019 
Picnic Report 
 
By Ian Newall 
 
Once again the weather cooperated wonderfully for our 2019 picnic.  We had a great turnout 
for the annual running of the Sagamo Mile, and thereafter the competitors ran, hopped, wheel 
barrowed, tug ‘o warred, and water balloon tossed until they were tired, soaked and happy!  All 
in all, it was another fun and fabulous day.    
  
The Picnic Games ran seamlessly (i.e. better than ever), despite a wholesale change in 
management this year.  Jeremy & Lisa Willard and their entire family took charge, filling the 
water balloons, running the games and coordinating the ribbon volunteers.  They ran a very 
tight ship – like seasoned veterans!  Jeremy’s Dad did a fantastic job on the bullhorn, too, 
despite it being very tough to fill Earl’s shoes!   
 

N.B. Hopefully, we can talk Team Willard 
into a repeat performance this summer, 
but if not, we will be looking for 
someone to fill that role for 
2020.  Please reach out to Nick if you’re 
able to help.  
   
Congratulations to the BBQ team, who 
helped to keep the food line-ups shorter 
than ever!  All in all, the Picnic ran like 
clockwork, with volunteers from all over 
the Island setting up the tables, 
shucking the corn, running the Welcome 
desk, officiating the Games, and sticking 
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around afterwards to help with the cleanup.  Big thanks once again to Bill McLean for acting as 
official picnic photographer.   
 
Of course, the biggest thanks of all goes out 
to you! Many hands made for light work, and 
many competitors made for some great 
Games.  None of it could have happened 
without you, so Thank You for helping to 
make the 2019 Picnic so much fun for 
everyone!  Thank you also to Cardinal Meats 
Specialists Ltd. for their generous and 
ongoing support of our Picnic.   
  
Going into 2020, the Covid-19 situation does 
present a challenge, to say the least.  Your 
Board of Directors will continue to closely 
monitor developments.  Should the public 
health risk drop to the point where public 
gatherings like our Picnic become possible, 
then we will assess whether it’s safe enough, as well as whether there’s sufficient appetite, to 
hold our 2020 Picnic. 
 

The provisional date for 
the 2020 
Picnic, Covid permitting, will 
be Sunday, August 2nd  (rain 
date: Monday, August 
3rd).  As usual, it’ll get 
started at 12:00 noon with 
the annual “running” of 
the Sagamo Mile.  See you 
there… we hope!    
   

 
 
WEBSITE/MERCHANDISE REPORT 
By Kristi Panko  
  
Merchandise  
We look forward to seeing you at the merchandise table at this year's picnic.   
There are ball caps and mugs, some extra shirts and clothing available and history books this 
time. If you wish to buy anything, please contact Kristi.  
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Orders from 2019 are in - Kristi will make arrangements to deliver your items this Spring if you 
have not yet received your order.  
  
Website   
Website calendar and documents have been updated with key dates for 2020. 
 
TENNIS REPORT   
By Steve Convey  
  
Hello Tennis lovers! Summer is almost here and I know we are all looking forward to emerging 
from quarantine to hit the ball around at the Royal Muskoka Island Tennis Club.  For years our 
beloved club has been providing outdoor fun and friendly competition to RMI cottage families 
of all ages.   Our club membership is currently 36 families, so we do have room for more 
members.    
  
Our Summer 2019 Annual Round Robin was another huge success and great fun.  The 
prized “Duck Trophies” were hoisted by Tamara Bahry and Darren Miles.  Congratulations to 
Tamara and Darren for their victories!  The theme for the after-tourney party was ‘50 Golden 
Years of Cottage Life on RMI’.   A big thank you to Carol Wildi and Fred Farncomb who were our 
gracious hosts for the after-tourney party.  It was a lovely evening at their beautiful cottage.   As 
well, thank you to those members who pitched in to make the event a great success.    
  
This summer’s friendly competition and party is currently set for July 11, 2020.   See you on the 
courts!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Stewardship Report 
 
By Lora Field  
   
Environmental Update  
This upcoming summer we hope to hold an educational event so that our members can learn 
about invasive plants such as Japanese knotweed growing on our lands. This may be delayed to 
summer 2021 if COVID-19 is still an issue in July/August.  
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A reminder to cottagers that ticks are becoming more common in Ontario and if not treated 
quickly, a tick bite can result in a life-long battle with Lyme disease. Cover up your exposed 
areas if you are venturing into the woods to prevent tick bites and check for ticks when 
you/your children/pets come inside.  
  
Water Quality  
The Muskoka Lakes Association (MLA) puts together annual water quality reports for Muskoka 
to promote good stewardship of our lakes, monitor the long-term health, identify adverse 
water quality trends at an early stage and to promote remediation by the responsible 
authorities. It is in our best interest to keep our waters swimmable, fishable and drinkable. 
With the help of volunteer testers (thanks Katherine & Peter Seybold and B. McCabe) the MLA 
rated the RMI’s testing spot as excellent water quality again. The MLA advised to continue 
monitoring the site due to high residential density on the RMI. Of the 55 areas tested in 
Muskoka, most were rated as excellent water quality (green light) however there were 9 areas 
rated with a yellow light and 2 with a red light. Lake Rosseau has 3 of the yellow light 
areas: Minett, Skeleton Bay and Windermere due to high phosphorus levels. The MLA 
recommends continuing to monitor these locations of concern as elevated levels of phosphorus 
can result in algae blooms. Native plants that grow close to the shores (often thought of as 
weeds) do an excellent job at maintaining healthy levels of phosphorus and can prevent algae 
growth. Do your part to keep phosphorus levels down by keeping your septic in good operation 
and not using fertilizer close to the lake. To learn more see Cottage Owner Resources on the 
MLA’s website.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Real Estate Report 
 
By Paul Crammond 
 
2019 was another busy year for cottage sales in the Greater Muskoka Region. On "The Big 3" 
(Lakes Rosseau, Joseph & Muskoka), there were 249 cottage properties sold, a slight 2% 
decrease in transaction volume from 2018, but a 20 % decline from the records set in 2017.  
  
2019 saw a 6% increase in the number of cottage properties available for sale in the District of 
Muskoka, an area which includes The Big 3, Lake of Bays & all the surrounding smaller Lakes. 
This increase in inventory is reversing a previous 4-year trend of declining inventory.  It 
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seems that  some of the leading edge of the Baby Boomers, those aged 69 to 72, have decided 
to start selling their cottages.  
  
Interestingly, the average 2019 sale price of a property on The Big 3 increased by over 25%, 
from $2,070,000 to over $2,600,000., compared with 2018 results. This increase was primarily 
due to more properties sold in the $5+ Million range. We saw numerous sales over $12 Million 
each.  
  
The Covid 19 virus crisis began in March,  just prior to the traditional start of our cottage-selling 
season. As I write this in late March, it is impossible to predict what effect Covid will have on 
our 2020 market, and beyond. 
 
If we examine past crises such as 9/11, SARS, and the 2008-09 financial meltdown, it is 
reasonable to expect a lower volume of cottage sales, and possibly a decline in average 
property values & sale prices. Sadly, many Muskoka tourism businesses will likely suffer in 
2020.  
  
If the Covid is a lengthy crisis, longer-term it may encourage City-dwellers to relocate to the 
relative isolation of cottage country.  This would put upward pressure on demand for cottages.   
  
A cottage is a discretionary, luxury purchase, so can be vulnerable to the highs & lows of our 
national and global economies. A successful cottage sale in 2020 will depend on accurate, 
competitive pricing that meets a buyer's expectations of value.   
  
On Royal Muskoka Island,  the "Kirkland" cottage at 1075 Fair-Lee Park sold in 2019, after being 
off and on the market for several seasons.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Waterfront Development Update 
 
By Ian Newall 
 
Thank you to everyone who wrote in (politely) last month to remind our Mayor and our District 
and Township Councillors that waterfront development remains our top concern as cottagers 
and voters.  I do believe that our Township Councillors are as concerned about this matter as 
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we are on Royal Muskoka Island. They were as dismayed as we were with the LPAT’s ruling in 
March regarding Legacy Cottages in Minett.   
 
For those who are just joining us, here’s a recap of how we got here. The District has long been 
concerned about the dwindling number of traditional resorts and resort related jobs in 
Muskoka. Given the industry’s thin margins and short operating season, combined with 
skyrocketing real estate values, resorts were being squeezed out of business. Understandably, 
the District wanted to do whatever it could to help foster and protect one of its most important 
employment sectors. So, it must have seemed like a godsend when developers suddenly began 
appearing with plans to rejuvenate Muskoka’s declining resorts. The catch: they proposed to 
raise the necessary capital through condominium sale of the resorts’ cottages/units. 
 
To its credit, the District recognized that buyers of any such “cottages” might want to use them 
as residential (aka regular) cottages. If that happened, the “resort” might cease to fulfil its two 
main functions: bringing the travelling public to the region and creating local resort jobs. It’s in 
exchange for these benefits that waterfront resorts are permitted to build at much greater 
densities than regular cottage owners.  So, District Planners came up with a “basket of 
commercial tests” with which they would evaluate any such proposals, and established some 
“conditions of use” to try to ensure that the resort would retain its commercial nature once its 
units were built and sold. 
 
Villas of Muskoka and MIST Opportunities, at the Touchstone Lodge location on Lake Muskoka, 
were among the first projects to have their conditions of condominium agreement approved by 
the District.  The Legacy Cottages project in Minett was also launched at around this time. 
Interest rekindled in resuming development of the “Resort Village of Minett” (the massive 
resort/residential concept that had been approved at OMB back in 2007, and then stalled by 
the financial crash of 2008). 
 
While development at Villas and MIST was underway, the District’s Official Plan was coming 
due for its 10-year update. The District proposed to enshrine its new approach to condominium 
approvals as policy in the updated Official Plan.  Public concern grew that the District’s tests 
and conditions were insufficient to prevent these kinds of developments from becoming de 
facto “waterfront subdivisions”.  They felt that this new mode of development would generate 
a windfall for developers in the short term, while doing nothing to protect the resort industry in 
the long term.  Every site that has resort zoning, of which there are 100+ in Muskoka, could be 
at risk of high-density development.  
 
Public backlash to the proposed Official Plan Amendment was massive (hundreds of letters, 
thousands of petition names, and over 300 people attended the Council meeting in November 
2017).  District Council parked the resorts portion of its Official Plan Amendment until further 
review and required the Planning Commissioner to seek  Council’s authority before approving 
any further condominium agreements. 
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Then came the municipal elections of 2018, followed by the Interim Control By-Law to forestall 
projects in Minett, and the creation of the Minett Joint Policy Review Steering Committee 
(MJPRSC). Made up of a panel of volunteers with a broad range of expertise and perspective, 
the MJPRSC was tasked with examining the issues and formulating a set of evidence-based 
policy recommendations for consideration by the Township and District.  Things appeared to be 
trending positively... 
 
…Enter the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT).  First came the cases of Villas of Muskoka and 
of MIST Opportunities – developments which were approved by the Township to be built at 
resort-level densities on the understanding that they would be run as resorts, with units that 
would be available for rent by the travelling public. Once built, however, both proponents 
appealed their conditions of use to LPAT.  In its decision last fall, LPAT over-ruled the Township 
and decreed that the units at Villas and MIST need spend merely 10 weeks per year allocated to 
the rental pool. The Township effectively lost its ability to ensure that these condo units retain 
their resort commercial nature once they’re sold. 
 
A similar story then unfolded at Legacy Cottages in Minett.  They’d been approved to build 43 
cottages on 470’ of waterfront on Wallace Bay, on the premise that these would be used as 
resort units.  The only thing left to be resolved was the condominium agreement between 
Legacy and the District, hence the LPAT hearing.  The lawyer representing the District agreed to 
Legacy’s terms, and weeks later LPAT delivered its verdict: Legacy condo unit owners need only 
make their units available for rental to the public for 10 weeks per year.  Only 2 of those weeks 
need fall between June 15 and September 15.  In other words, Legacy’s condo owners may stay 
in their units throughout July and August just like any regular cottager.  I don’t see how Legacy 
can be considered a resort in any meaningful sense of the word. 
 
What are the roles of the District and the Township in all of this, you may ask?  Among other 
things, the District is responsible for setting the higher-level resort policies in its Official Plan, 
and for approving conditions of condominium agreement.  The Township is responsible for its 
own Official Plan (working within the parameters of the District’s OP), for establishing the 
resulting Zoning By-Laws, and for approving building applications within the Township.  
Unfortunately, the condo-resort concept is new enough that it has yet to be addressed in either 
the District’s or the Township’s Official Plans. 
 
This gaping hole renders the District’s policies, lax though they allegedly are, open to 
interpretation and vulnerable to challenge.  It also leaves the Township without a solid legal 
basis on which to challenge the conditions imposed by LPAT in the Legacy situation. 
 
Unfortunately, there is little that can be done now regarding Legacy.  You will be glad to know 
that our Township Councillors Barb Bridgeman, Frank Jaglowitz, Peter Kelley and Allan Edwards 
all fought the good fight, and they continue to do everything they can to protect Minett.  They 
have our concerns at heart, and we all owe them our thanks for never having given up. 
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Now our energies must be turned to fixing the Official Plans so that this nonsense cannot be 
repeated elsewhere. As you may know, the Township’s Official Plan is currently undergoing its 
10-year review.  As well, the resorts portion of the District’s Official Plan has been on hold since 
2017.   Changes to resort policies in both Official Plans will soon be implemented that will either 
help or hurt Muskoka for years to come. 
 
Fortunately, the MJPRSC has been hard at work since December 2018, examining the evidence 
and weighing the alternatives. The MJPRSC delivered its full set of recommendations in January.  
Among these were recommended conditions for condo-resorts, carefully crafted with input 
from many sources including the District’s and Township’s planning staff, for PRECISELY the sort 
of situation at Legacy… 
 
Now it’s up to us all to hold the District’s feet to the electoral fire. We must insist that resort 
policies in the District’s Official Plan be updated satisfactorily.  Ditto for the Township’s OP. 
They have three years’ worth of community input to draw upon, and they have the MJPRSC’s 
recommendations from which to work. It’s an excellent start, but this is a tricky beast to tame.  
If we’re successful, the “resorts” at Villas, MIST and Legacy would continue as “legal non-
conforming”, but all future proposals would be held to a higher standard. 
 
We’ll do our best to keep you up to speed as things progress, and we can assure you that RMIA 
will continue to be represented at any future public hearings on this issue. Please continue to 
support the M.L.A. and Friends of Muskoka – both groups have been giving a Herculean effort 
to try to fix this.  You can also add your email to Councillor Bridgeman’s newsletter (sign up by 
sending an email to: barb@barbbridgeman.ca).  Barb is squarely in our corner and her 
newsletter is short and informative. 
 
Thanks once again for your letter-writing, folks.  We’ll no doubt be calling upon you again in this 
regard, now and again.  Every letter really helps, and your involvement is very much 
appreciated. 
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Your 2019-2020 RMIA Board of Directors  
  
Nick Nicolaou (President & Newsletter) 647-389-3160 nicknicolaou00@hotmail.com  
Ian Newall (Past President) 705-765-3976 ian.newall@sympatico.ca  
Bob Peacock (Vice President & Treasurer) 705-765-6004  bob.peacock@almag.com  
Bill McLean (Secretary & Picnic Photographer) 416-418-2488 wmclean360@gmail.com  
Margot Nimmo (Membership/Directory) 416-320-7048 margotnimmo@rogers.com  
Dr. Lora Field (Stewardship) 705-765-5496 lora.field@gmail.com  
Alison Waugh-Sunico (Volunteers) 647-999-0655 alisontakesthecake@gmail.com  
Pat Mohan(Picnic Chef) 705-765-7150 pmohan@moneydirectstore.ca  
Bob Nash (Common Lands) 416-809-3907 bobnash1@hotmail.com  
Kristi Panko (Merchandise & Website) 705-641-9897 k_panko@hotmail.com  
Steve Convey (Tennis Club President) 705-765- 5115 steven.g.convey@accenture.com  
 
 

 
The RMIA wishes to thank Bill McLean for generously donating resources to design and produce 
this issue of The Islander Times Newsletter.  
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50/50
MEMBERSHIP OFFER

Join our club in 2020 and receive
50% off BOTH

the one-time initiation charge
and the first year’s annual dues.

That’s a savings of:
$3,599.50 for a single or $5,992.50 for a couple

Contact Jim Rennie, Director of Golf at:
Çäx�ÇÈ��ÎÎn£ÊÝÌ°{®ÊUÊ���JÜ��`iÀ�iÀi}��v°V>ÊUÊÜÜÜ°Ü��`iÀ�iÀi}��v°V>

Taxes extra / Offer valid for 2020.
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For the life  of  your trees .

PRUNING  FERTILIZATION  PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT  REMOVAL
CALL 877 BARTLETT 877.227.8538 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

BARTLETT. 
DISCOVER WHY 

WE’RE CALLED TREE EXPERTS.
We’re Bartlett Tree Experts and we’ve been exceeding our customers’ 
expectations for over 100 years. No matter the size or scope of your 
tree and shrub needs, our experts bring a rare mix of local service, 
global resources and innovative tree care practices that makes your 

landscape thrive. Trees add value to our homes and our lives. 
And Bartlett adds value to your trees. 

BARTLETT. 
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Luxury Rentals + Concierge Services 
www.jaynescottages.com       +1 705 706 7900    |   +1 800 725 9658 


